OPERA AMERICA
OPERA CONFERENCE WEEKEND
Dallas | May 4-8, 2017

Join Ambassador Circle members and trustees from opera companies across North America for Opera
Conference Weekend 2017 — five days of enriching events featuring four operas — and be a part of
OPERA America’s Opera Conference 2017 in Dallas, Texas.

“Big things happen” in Dallas, and this year's weekend features performances and social gatherings that
reflect that spirit. Scale Mount Everest with The Dallas Opera. Witness a courtroom drama with Fort
Worth Opera. Enjoy delicious Texan cuisine in a historic water supply station. Sip champagne in the
gleaming Winspear Opera House, located in the heart of the nation’s largest contiguous arts district.

Most importantly, learn from experts and peers at Opera Conference 2017: Creating Collaborative
Change. This year’s conference focuses the field on the importance of collaboration in enriching lives and
solidifying opera’s role as an agent for change in communities. Travelers are encouraged to register for
and participate in the full program of conference activities while in Dallas. Registration for Opera
Conference Weekend 2017 closes on April 7, 2017.

ITINERARY
THURSDAY, MAY 4

Opera Conference Weekend begins with a special presentation of Douglas Cuomo’s Arjuna’s Dilemma
(7:30 p.m. —8:40 p.m.) at The Dallas Opera. This reinterpretation of classic texts from the Bhagavad Gita
tells the story of Arjuna, a young warrior prince beset with a moral dilemma on the eve of his final battle.
Torn between his humanity and duty, Arjuna is visited by the god Krishna. Cuomo’s critically acclaimed
opera fuses Western classical, chamber and jazz music with North Indian musical idioms to create a
gripping work. This production features Tony Boutté as Arjuna and Humayun Khan as Krishna under the
baton of Nicole Paiement.

Ambassadors will gather prior to the performance for a private Ambassador Reception (6:00 p.m.—7:20
p.m.) backstage at the Winspear Opera House.

An Ambassador Dinner (8:45 p.m. — 10:00 p.m.) follows the performance. Located at the Rem Koolhaas-
designed Wyly Theatre, steps from the Winspear Opera House in the heart of Dallas’ Arts District, this
seated dinner will toast the start of the conference, while offering stunning views of Dallas.

FRIDAY, MAY 5

Opera Conference 2017 begins Friday morning.

In the evening, The Dallas Opera invites Ambassadors to join conference-goers, trustees and board
members from across North America for the Host Company Reception (5:30 p.m.—7:00 p.m.) in Dallas’

Nasher Sculpture Center. Enjoy drinks and hors d'oeuvres in this verdant outdoor space while viewing
works by Richard Serra, Willem de Kooning and Alexander Calder, among others.
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A concert performance of Joby Talbot and Gene Scheer’s Everest (7:30 p.m. —9:00 p.m.) follows the
reception. Described by the Dallas Observer as a “musically stunning, cinematically thrilling opera,” Everest
tells the true story of the 1996 disaster that killed eight people attempting to scale the world’s tallest
peak. This performance features projections and historical film footage from the British Film Institute.
Sarah Jane McMahon and Julia Rose Arduino join Andrew Bidlack and Kevin Burdette, who reprise their
roles from the 2015 Dallas world premiere. Emmanuel Villaume conducts.

Champagne and desserts will be served at the private Post-Performance Ambassador Reception (9:00
pm.—11:00 p.m.) at the Winspear Opera House.

SATURDAY, MAY 6

On Saturday, Ambassadors embark on a short trip to neighboring Fort Worth. There, Fort Worth Opera
presents Voir Dire (8:00 p.m.—10:30 p.m.), an explosive world-premiere opera featuring true crime stories
based on librettist Jason Zencka’s time as a crime reporter. With music by Matthew Peterson, this gut-
wrenching work is sure to be a provocative night at the opera.” Nate Mattingly stars and David Gately
directs, with Viswa Subbaraman at the podium.

Ambassadors will join trustees of Fort Worth Opera for a Pre-Performance Dinner (6:15 p.m.—7:30 p.m.)
at Grace Restaurant, where award-winning chef Blaine Staniford reinvents American standards in a sleek
space on Fort Worth’s Main Street.

*This work features mature content and language and is not recommended for audiences under 18.
SUNDAY, MAY 7

On the final day of Opera Conference Weekend 2017, round out the weekend of opera with John Conklin'’s
acclaimed production of Norma (2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.), presented by The Dallas Opera. Bellini’s tragic
opera, set during the Roman occupation of Gaul in 50 B.C.E,, tells the story of the doomed relationship
between druid high priestess Norma and Roman proconsul Pollione. This performance features Elza van
den Heever as Norma and Yonghoon Lee as Pollione under the baton of Emmanuel Villaume.

Immediately following the opera, join supporters from across the country for the complimentary Annual
Fund Reception (5:15 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.), celebrating a year of milestones made possible by OPERA
America’s generous donors.

Sunday closes with a one-of-a-kind Dinner at the Pump House (7:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m.). Once the source of
drinking water for Dallas’ Highland Park, this converted pumping station has become home to some of
the city’s chicest events. Admire the original water pumps and glass floors while enjoying an inspired
dinner from chefs Shelley Barsotti and Andrea Hagar, known for food that is as beautiful as it is delicious.

MONDAY, MAY 8

On Monday, Opera Conference 2017 draws to a close. Conference-goers are invited to the Closing Session
and Lunch (1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.) before departing.



RATES

The full program of activities costs $1,195 per person for OPERA America Ambassadors and trustees. For
those who cannot participate in the entire program, customized itineraries and a la carte pricing is
available.

Registration for the Ambassador Weekend program is supplemental to conference activities. Registration
for Opera Conference 2017 begins at $450/person for individuals during Advance Registration (available
through February 2, 2017). Prices increase to $550/person during Early-Bird Registration (February 3 to
March 31) and to $595/person during Standard Registration (April 1 to April 28). For full conference
registration details, visit conference.operaamerica.org.

TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATIONS

Transportation to and from Dallas is not included. OPERA America will provide coach transportation
between select events from Thursday through Sunday, with pickup and departure from the Sheraton
Dallas Hotel (400 North Olive Street). Detailed transportation information will be distributed one week
prior to the conference.

Hotel rooms are available at the main conference hotel, Sheraton Hotel Dallas (400 North Olive Street),
starting at $179 per night (214.922.8000 for reservations or conference.operaamerica.org/Hotel). Mention
“OPERA America” to secure the special conference rate, which is available for bookings made by April 10.

REGISTER BY APRIL 7, 2017

To register, please return the following registration form to OPERA America by Friday, April 7 with full
payment, or visit conference.operaamerica.org/Ambassador to sign up online. A detailed itinerary with
specific times and logistics will be distributed prior to the trip.

Please note: Conference registration rates become more expensive as the conference nears. Register in
advance to lock in the best available rate.

For questions, please contact Dan Cooperman, director of development, at 646.699.5266 or
DCooperman@operaamerica.org.


http://conference.operaamerica.org/
http://conference.operaamerica.org/Hotel
http://conference.operaamerica.org/ambassador

OPERA CONFERENCE WEEKEND
REGISTRATION FORM Due by Friday, April 7, 2017

GUEST #1

Full Name

Address

City State ZIP Code
Cell Phone” E-mail

k%

Opera Company Affiliation & Title

Dietary Preferences

GUEST #2

Full Name

Address

City State ZIP Code

Cell Phone* E-mail

k%

Opera Company Affiliation & Title

Dietary Preferences

*Please provide a cell phone number for each guest at which s/he can be reached while in Dallas.
**Please provide your affiliation as you would like it displayed on meeting name tags.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
Guests are responsible for arranging their own accommodations in Dallas. OPERA America has arranged
for a special conference rate at the Sheraton Hotel Dallas, available for bookings made by April 10.

Hotel contact information:

Sheraton Hotel Dallas

400 North Olive Street

Dallas, TX 75201

Rate: Starting at $179/night+taxes/fees
Reservations: 214.922.8000

Online: conference.operaamerica.org/Hotel

When making a reservation by phone, be sure to indicate that you are with OPERA America to ensure that
you receive the special rate. (Rates subject to hotel availability.)

(OVER)


http://conference.operaamerica.org/Hotel

A LA CARTE REGISTRATION

Please indicate your program selection and totals for each of the people listed above. For questions about
a la carte pricing, please contact Dan Cooperman, director of development, at 646.699.5266 or

DCooperman@operaamerica.org.

PROGRAM PRICE/ # OF
DATE DESCRIPTION PERSON PEOPLE | TOTAL
Thursday, May 4 | Arjuna’s Dilemma by The Dallas Opera
with Ambassador Reception and Post-
Performance Dinner $295 S
Friday, May 5 Everest by The Dallas Opera with
Ambassador Post-Performance
Reception $225 S
Saturday, May 6 | Voir Dire by Fort Worth Opera with
Ambassador Dinner in Fort Worth $200 $
Sunday, May 7 Norma by The Dallas Opera $225 S
Annual Fund Reception Complimentary | | —remremeeees
Ambassador Dinner at the Pump
House $250 S
Conference Includes: $450/person
Registration 1 All general and open sessions (before 2/2/17)
1 Host Company Reception
11 Exhibitor Happy Hour $550/person
(before 3/31/17)
$595/person
(before 4/28/17) S
*The full program of activities totals $1,195. TOTAL* | ¢
PAYMENT METHOD
A CHECK A CREDIT CARD
Payable to Name
OPERA America Card No.
Exp. Date cvv Z1P Code
Signature




STATEMENT OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Reservations and Payment: A completed and signed reservation form must be returned to OPERA America with payment in full by
check or credit card by April 7, 2017. Participants may join after this date on a space-available basis. Itinerary is subject to change.

Cancellations and Refunds: OPERA America reserves the right to cancel any tour prior to departure for any reasorn, including
insufficient numbers of participants, and to decline to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour at any time. If bookings
fall below the minimurn required, guests will be advised of the increase in cost before the departure date. In the event that OPERA
America cancels the tour, there will be a full refund. All cancellations must be received in writing by OPERA America. In the event
that the participant cancels, the following cancellation fees apply: Cancellations less than 15 days before departure will not be
refunded. Opera ticket cancellations are subject to the policies of The Dallas Opera and Fort Worth Opera.

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

OPERA America acts as the agent for the suppliers of services {including but not limited to ground transportation, meals and
lodging) provided in conjunction with the tour. OPERA America is not liable for negligent acts, omissions, defaults or failure to
perform of such suppliers. The undersigned Participant releases OPERA America from any and all liability resulting from acts or
omissions from the suppliers of services, including but not limited to loss, damage, delay, injury or damage to Participant (including
death) or Participant’s personal property. Nor does OPERA America accept responsibility for losses or delays arising from sickness,
quarantine, government restraints, war, acts of terrorism, weather conditions, earthquakes or acts of God. In no event shall OPERA
America’s liability exceed the amount received from the Participant.

Dates, schedules, program details and costs stated by OPERA America’s itinerary and brochure are given in good faith and based on
information available at the time of publication of the itinerary and of pricing the tour, and are subject to change and revision at
any 4




