Enriching the Humanities Through Opera
List of Poetic Devices and Definitions

Poetic Devices: Refers to techniques and tools used by poets to create a desired effect in
their writing. These devices include features such as rhyme, meter, metaphor, simile,
alliteration, imagery, and symbolism, among others. Each device helps to enhance the
meaning, emotions, or aesthetics of a poem.

Rhyme: Where words have similar sounds, usually at the end of the word, creating a
harmonious and pleasing effect in poetry or song lyrics.

Symbolism: The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities, often conveying deeper
meanings or emotions beyond literal interpretation. Symbols can be objects, images,
words, or gestures that carry symbolic significance and are used to enhance the meaning
of a text, artwork, or communication.

Repetition: Refers to the deliberate use of the same word, phrase, line, or stanza
multiple times within a poem. This technique helps emphasize certain ideas or themes,
create rhythm, and establish a sense of unity or structure.

Meter: Refers to the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of verse. It
provides a rhythmic structure and helps to create a sense of musicality in the poem.
Different poetic forms and styles may have varying meters, such as iambic pentameter
or trochaic tetrameter.

Alliteration: The repetition of the same sound at the beginning of neighboring words in
a sentence or phrase. It is often used in poetry, literature, and advertising to create a
rhythm or musical effect.

Metaphor: A figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action
to which it is not literally applicable to imply a resemblance, typically for rhetorical or
expressive effect.

Simile: A figure of speech in which two things are compared using "like" or "as" to show
similarities between them. It is used to make descriptions more vivid and engaging by
creating a clear image in the reader's mind.

Imagery: Refers to the use of descriptive language that appeals to the senses, creating

vivid mental images for the reader or listener. This technique helps to evoke emotions,
set the mood, and enhance the overall meaning.
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Personification: Refers to the use of human characteristics or qualities attributed to
animals, objects, or abstract concepts. This technique is used to give non-human entities
human-like traits to create vivid imagery or convey deeper meanings.

Onomatopoeia: A word that phonetically imitates, resembles or suggests the sound that
it describes, such as "buzz," "meow," or "splash." It is a figure of speech that uses words
to mimic the sounds of the real world, creating a sensory experience for the reader or
listener.
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